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account of the weakness yet remaining in his thigh, was,
at his own entreaty, continued six months longer under the
care of his master, the learned Wmschotan, where he was
once more honoured with the prize.

At his removal to the university, the same genius and
industry met with the same encouragement and applause.
The learned Triglandius, one of his father's friends, made
soon after professor of divinity at Leyden, distinguished
him in a particular manner, and recommended him to the
friendship of Mr. Van Apphen, in whom he found a gei^er-
ous and constant patron.

He became now a diligent hearer of the most cele-
brated professors, and made great advances in all the
sciences, still regulating his studies with a view, princi-
pally, to divinity, for which he was originally intended
by his father; and, for that reason, exerted his utmost ap-
plication to attain an exact knowledge of the Hebrew
tongue.

Being convinced of the necessity of mathematical learn-
ing, he began to study those sciences in 1687, but with-
out that intense industry with which the pleasure he found
in that kind of knowledge, induced him afterwards to cul-
tivate them*

In 1690, having performed the exercises of the univer-
sity with uncommon reputation, he took his degree in phi-
losophy ; and, on that occasion, discussed the important
and arduous subject of the distinct natures of the soul and
body, with such accuracy, perspicuity, and subtilty, that
he entirely confuted all the sophistry of Epicurus, Hobbes,
and Spinosa, and equally raised the characters of his piety
and erudition.

Divinity was still his great employment, and the chief
aim of all his studies. He read the scriptures in their ori-
ginal languages; and when difficulties occurred, consulted
the interpretations of the most ancient fathers, whom
lie read in order of time, beginning with Clemens Romanus.

In the perusal of those early'writers11, he was struck with

h " Jungebat his exercitiis quotidianam patrum lectionem, secundum chrono-